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Comments upon the Sacred Writings of the Jews and 
Christians. Exodus Chapter 7. 


as NDI will harden Pharoah’s heart, and multiply 

my figns and wonders in the land of kgypt.” 
Ye learned believers in revelation, will you be fo kind as 
to tell us what good it did to multiply ali thele figns and 
wonders—when the fame power by which they were 
wrought was exerted in hardening Pharoah’s heart in 
fuch a manner that the wonders fhould be incapable of 
producing any effect? This is God verfus God again, as 
we formerly mentioned in the cafe of the ferpent, Gene- 
fis, chapter third—Hlere alfo is another flagrant depar- 
ture from the principles of theifm; we had occafion once 
before to notice tke abominable profanity of charging 
God with hardening the heart of man; itis in fat making 
God author of thofe crimes which refult from fuch hard- 
nefs of heart; it is charging the wicked actions of man 
upon the creator himfelf. ‘The monatheilm of the Jews 
is entgtled to no refpe&t; becaufe fimplicity of eflence is 
tarnifhed with duplicity of character, and loaded with 
immoral attributes which would difgrace even a com. 
mon man. It is aftonifhing that thole believers in re- 
vealed religion, who pretend to be the only true friends 
_ of God, and who alfo believe that God is friend to nobody 
but themlelves, fhould fetupafyftem ofethics withexternal 
purity proclaimed upon the face of the record—that is 
upon the recordof their own aflertidns, while every thing 
ellentially contained in this fyflem places the Supreme 
Creator in a ftate of acrimonious hoflility again{t morals, 
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truth and philofophy. ‘The fentiment fhould become im- 
preflive upon the human mind thag a total want of all 
theological conceptions ‘ought to be preferred to the in- 
Julzence of ideas which tarnifh the immortal glory ofthe 
Supreme Being, and fink him to a level with the mzaneft 
o! his creatures; to harden the heart of man is to make 
it wicked—zimoral obduracy is a moral crime—benevo- 
lence and jullice are important qualities; they are the 
diltinguifhing properties of intellectual beings, and if in 
thefe the Jewith God was deficient, he and his biogra- 
phers have forfeited all claim to the juft approbation of 
pofierity. The fact is that Mofes, or the authors of the 
five firit bpoks of the Old Teftament, created a monfter— 
formed upon the model of their own pallions, partaking 
of their own vices, enlifled in their own quarrels, and 
no better than themfelves. Let thofe who are weak or 
wicked enough to worthip fuch a being be permitted to 
go on in their dulufion, provided they do not trouble the 
peace of fociety; but men attached to the religion of na- 
ture will adore only that pure and immortal Being whole 
eilence is interwoven with the vait fabric of the univerie! 
Before him we bow with refpectt—The phantoms of an- 
tiquity will perifh with the touch of reafon. 


je ETC _____— ______, 


COMMUNICATION, 


The following reflections, written last winter, were 
occafioned by certaif expreflions in fome of the public 
papers, against Deifm, and the writings of ‘Lhomas 
Paine on that fubject. 

“ Great is Diana of the Ephesians,” was the cry of 
the people of Lphesus;* and the cry of ‘ our holy religion” 
has been the cry of fuperstition in fome instances, and 
of hyprocily in others, from that day to this. 

Tne Brasnin, the follower of Zoroastor, the Jew, the 
Mahomentan, the church of Rome, the Greek church, 
the Protestant church, {plit into feveral hundred contra- 
dictory feClaries, preaching, in fome instances, damna- 





* A&s, c. 19, Vv. 28. 
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tion against each other, all cry out, ‘* our boly reit- 
gion.” ‘Vhe Calvanist who dgmns children of a {paa 
long to hell to burn for ever for the glory of God (and 
this is called christianity), and the Univerfalist who 
preaches that all fhali be faved and none thall be damned, 
(and this alfo is called christanity) boasts alike of their 
boly religion and their Christian faith. Something more, 
therefore, is neceffary than mere ery and wholefale ailer- 
tion, and that fomething is TRUTH; and as enquiry 
is the road to truth, he that is oppofed to enquiry is not 
a friend to truth. 

The God of Truth is not the god of fable ; when, there- 
fore, any book is introduced into the world as the word 
of God, and made a ground-work for religion, it ought to 
be fcrutinized more than other books to fee if it bear evi- 
dence of being what it is called. Our reverence to God, 
demands that we do this, lest we afcribe to God what ts 
not his, and our duty to ourfelves demands it lest we take 
fable for fact, and rest our hope of falvation on a falle foun- 
dation. It is not our calling a book 4o/y that makes it fo, 
any more than our calling a religion holy that entitles it wo 
the name. Inquiry, therefore, is neceflary in order to 
arrive at Truth. But enquiry must have fome princt- 
ple to proceed on, fome standard to judge by, fuperior 
to human authority. 

When we furvey the works of creation, the revolutions 
of the planetary fystem, and the whole economy of what 
is called nature, which is no other than the laws the Cre- 
ator has prefcribed to matter, we fee unerring order and 
univerlal harmony reigning throughout the whole. No 
one part contradiéts another. ‘The fun does not run a- 
gainst the moon, nor the moon against the fun, nor the 
planets against each other—Ivery thing keeps its ap- 
pointed time and place. This harmony inthe works of 
God is fo obvious, that the farmer of the field, though he 
cannot calculate eclipfes, is as fenfible of it as the phile- 
fophical astronomer. He fees the God of order inevery 
part of the vifible univerfe. 


Here then is the standard to which every thing must 











* ma’ _ ll _ mr 
. ~*~ ~*ss P —— 
A 
ee : lie — 


220 


he brought, that pretends tobe the work or word of God, 
and by this standard it must be judged, independently 
of any thing, and evegy thing, that man can fay or do. 
His opinion is like a teather in the fcale compared with 
the standard that God himielf has fet up. 

It is, therefore, by this staneard that the bible, and all 
other books pretending to be the word of God, (and there 
are many of them in the world) must be judged and not 
by the opinions of men or the decrees of ecclefastical 
councils, Thefe have been fo contradictory that they 
h ave often reyected in one council what they had voted 
to be the word of God in another, and admitted what 
had been before rejected. In this state of uncertainty 
in which we are, anc which is rendered still more un- 
certain by the numerous contradictory fectaries that have 
iprung up fince the time of Luther and Calvin, what is 
mantodo? ‘The anfweris eafy. Begin at the root— 
Begin with the Bible itfelf. Examine it with the utmost 
strictnefs. It is our duty fo todo. Compare the parts 
with each other, and the whole with the harmonious 
magnificent order that reigns throughout the vilible uni- 
verfe, and the refult will be, that if the fame Almighty 
wifdom that created the univerfe, di€tated alfo the bible, 
the bible will be as harmonious and as magnificent in all 
its parts, and in the whole, as the univerle is. But if 
instead of this, the parts are found to be difcordant, con- 
tradiGting in one-place what is said in another, (as in 2 
Sam. chap. 24, v. 1st. and the 1st. Chron. chap. 21, v. 
1st, where the fame action is afcribed to God in one book 
and to Satan in the other), abounding alfo in idle and ob. 
{cene stories, and reprefenting the Almighty as a paflion- 
ate whimfical Being continually changing his mind, mak- 
ing and unmaking his own works as if he did not know 
what he was about, we may take it for certainty that 
the creator of the univerfe is not the author of fuch abook, 
thatit is not the word of God, and that to call it fo is to 
difhonour his name. ‘The Quakers who are a people 
m ore © mors and regular in their conduct than the people 

her lectaries, and gencralinghow ed so to be, do not 
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- hold the bible to be the word of God. They call itaAistory 
of the times, and a bad history it is, and alfo a history of 
bad men and of bad actions, and abounding with bad 
examples. 

For feveral centuries past the difpute has been about 
doctrines. Itis now about fact. Is the Bible the word 
of God or is it not? for until this point is establifhed no 

- doctrine drawn from the bible can afford real confolation 
to man, and he ought to be careful he does not mistake 
delufion for truth. This is a cafe that concerns all men 
alike. 

-* ‘There has always existed in Europe, and alfo in A- 

merica, fince its establifhment, a numerous defcription 
of men, (I do not here mean the Quakers) who did not, 
and do not, believe the bible to be the word of God. 
Theie men never formed themfelves into an establiihed 
fociety, but are to be found in all the fectaries that exist, 
and are more numerous than any, perhaps equal to, ail, 
and are daily increafing. From Deus the latin word for 
God they have been denominated Deists, that is believers 
in God. It is the most honourable appellation can be 
giventoman, becaufe itis derived immediately from the 
Deity. It is not an artificial name like Epifcopalian, 
Prefbyterian, &ce but is a name of facred fignification, and 
to revile it is to revile the name of God. 

Since then there is fo much doubt and uncertainty a- 
bout the bible, fome aflerting, and others denying it to 
be the word of God, it is beft that the whole matter come 
out. Jt is neceflary for the information of the world that 
it fhould. ‘A better time cannot offer than whilit the go- 
vernment, patronizing no one fe&t.or opinion in prefer- 
ence to another, protects equally the rights of all; and 
certainly every man mutt fpurn the idea of an ecclefiafti- 
cal tyranny_engrofling the rights of the prefs and holding 
it free only for itfelf. 

Whillt the terrors ofthe Church and the tyranny of the 
state hung like a pointed fword over Europe, men were 
commanded to believe what the church told them or go 
to the flake. All qgquiries into the authenticity of the 
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bible were fhut out by the inquifitions We ought there. 
fore to fufpect that a great mafs of information refpecting 
the bible and the introduction of it into the world has 
been fupprefled by the united tyranny of Church and 
State, for the purpofe of keeping people in ignorance, 
and which ought to be known. The bible has been re- 
ceived by the proteftants on the authority of the Church 
of Rome, and on no other authority. It is fhe that has faid 
itis the word of God. We do not admit the authority of 
that sees: with refpect to its pretended infalibility, its 
nanufactured miracles, its fetting itfelf up to forgive fins, 
its all uibious doctrine of tranfubQantiation, &c. and we 
ought to be watcitul with refpect to any book intro- 
caced by her, or her ecclefiaflical councils, and called 
by ber the Word of God; and the more fo, becaufe it was 
by propagating that belief and fupporting it by fire and 
faggot that the kept up her temporal! power. That the 
belset of the ite does no good in the world may be feen 
by the irregular lives of thofe, as well priefts as laymen, 
who LaaGTs f to believe it to be the word of God, and the 
moral lives of the Quakers who do not.. It abounds with 
too many ill examples to be made a rule for moral life, 
and were amanto copy after the lives of fome of its 
mofi celebrated characters, he would come to the gallows. 

Thomas Paine has written to thew thatthe bible is not 
the word of God, that the books it contains were not 
written by the perions to whom they are afcribed, that 
jt 1s ams anonymous book, and that we have no authority 
for calling itthe word of God, or for faying it was writ- 
ten by i alpired ern fince we do not ever?! know who 
the writers were. This is the opinion, not only of Tho- 
mas Paine, but of thoufands and tens of thoufands of the 
moft refpectable characters in the United States and in 
Europe. Tnefe men have the fame right to their opin- 
jons as others have to a contrary opinion, afd the fame 
right to publifh them. -Ecclefiaflical tyranny is not ad- 
muffiole n the United States. | 

With refpect to morality, the writings of Thomas 
Paiac are remarkable for purity ang benevolence; and 
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though he often enlivens them with torches of wit and 
humour, he never lofes fight of the real folemnity of his 
fubject. No man’s mora!s either with re‘pect to his 
Maker, himfelf, or his neighbour, can futfer by the writ- 
ings of ‘Thomas Paine. 

It is now too late to abufe Deifm, prcially in a coun. 
try where’ the prefs is free, or where free preffes can be 
eftablifhed. It is a religion that has God for its patron anc 
derives its name from him. The thoughtful mind of 
man, wearied with the endlefs contermtions of fectaries 
again{t fectaries, doctrines againft doctrines, and priefts 
again{ft prietts, finds its repofe at laft in the contem- 
plative belief and worfhip of one God and the practice of 
morality, for as Pope wifely fays, 


*¢ He can’t be wrong whofe life is in the right.” 








Profession of faite of a Savoyard Curate, from 
Rousseau, continued from our last, 


Providence hath left man at liberty, not that he fhould 
do evil, but good, by choice. It hath capacitated him to 
make fach choice, in making a proper ufe of the faculties 
it hath beftowed on him: his powers, however, are at 
the fame time, fo limited and confined, that the abufe he 
makes of his liberty is not of importance enough to dil- 
turb the general order of the univerie. ‘The evil done by 
man falls upon his own head, without making any change 
in the fyftem of the world, without hindering the human 
{pecies ‘te being preferved, in {pite of themfelves. To 
complain, therefore, that God doth not prevent man from 
doing evil, is in faét to complain that he hath givena fu- 
perior excellence to human nature; that he hath enno- 
bled our actions, by annexing to them the merit of vir- 
tue. The higheft enjoyment is that of being contented 
with ourfelves. It is in order to deferve this content- 
ment that we are placed here on earth, and endowed 
with liberty; that we are tempted by our patlions, and 
reltrained by confcieygce. What could Omnipotence it- 
felf do more in our favour? Could it have eftablifheda 
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contradiation in our nature, or have allotted a reward for 
well.doing, to a being incapable of doing ill? Is it ne. 
ceffary, in order to prevent man from being wicked, to 
reduce all his faculties to a fimple inftin@, and make him 
a mere brute? No, never can [ reproach the Deity for 
having given me a foul, made in his own image, that I 
micht be free, good, and happy, like himfelf. — 

[t is the abufe of our faculties which makes us wicked 
and miferable. Our cares, our anxieties, our griefs, are 
all owing toourfelves. Moral evil is inconteftibly our 
own work, and phyfical evil would in fact be nothing, 
did not our wices render us fenfible of it. Is it not for 
our prefervation that nature makes us fenfible of our 
wants? Is not pain of body an indication that the ma- 
chine is out of order, and a caution for us to provide a 
remedy? and as to death—do not the wicked render 
both our lives and their own miferable? Who is there 
defirous of living here for ever? Death is a remedy for 
all the evils we infli€t on ourfelves; nature will not let 
us fuffer perpetually. To how few evils are men fubject, 
who live in primeval fimplicity! They hardly know any 
difeafe, and are irritated by fcarcely any paffions: they 
neither forefee death, nor fuffer by the apprehenfions of 
it; whenit approaches, their miferies render it defirable, 
and itis tothem noevil. If we could be contented with 
being what we are, we fhould have no inducement to la- 
ment our fate; but we inflict on ourfelves a thoufand 
realevils, in feeking after an imaginary happinefs. Thofe 
who are impatient under trifling inconveniencies, mutt 


expect to fufler much greater. 


To be continued. 
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